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Literacy

• Literacy is the ability to read, write, speak and listen in a 
way that lets us communicate effectively and make 
sense of the world.

Numeracy

•Numeracy encompasses the knowledge, 
skills, behaviours and dispositions that students need to 
use mathematics in a wide range of situations.

Literacy and Numeracy



The Victorian Curriculum

English

Reading

Writing

Speaking and 
Listening

Mathematics

Number and 
Algebra

Measurement 
and 
Geometry

Statistics and 
Probability

https://victoriancurriculum
.vcaa.vic.edu.au/

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/


Literacy
What to expect at NPS



T H E  S C I E N C E  O F  
R E A D I N G
R E S E A R C H  S N A P S H O T .

Science of 

Reading research 

- last four 

decades.

Developmental 

Psychologists

Educational 
Psychologists

Cognitive 

Scientists

Cognitive 
Neuroscientists

Comprehensive research and international 

government reviews of reading instruction 

from the 

USA (Panel et al., 2000), 

the United Kingdom (Rose, 2006), 

and Australia (Rowe, 2005) 

have championed five instructional 

components of reading essential for effective 

evidence-based reading instruction:

1. Phonemic Awareness

2. Phonics

3. Fluency

4. Vocabulary

5. Comprehension.

Since then, 
6. Oral Language
has been added 

as the 6th 
essential element 

of reading.



L E A R N I N G  T O  T A L K V S .  L E A R N I N G  T O  R E A D .

• Happens naturally by just 
being immersed in spoken 
language.Learning 

to Talk

• Does NOT happen naturally.

• Students need to be 
explicitly taught to match 
sounds they hear to letters 
that represent the sounds.

Learning 
to Read

NATURAL

NOT
NATURAL



Phonemic 
Awareness

Phonics

Fluency

Vocabulary

Comprehension

Oral Language

The

'Big Six'

of 

Reading



PHONEMIC AWARENESS PHONICS

Focus – sounds (phonemes) Focus – letters (graphemes) and the sounds 

they make

Communication – Spoken Language Communication – Written Language

Lessons – Oral Lessons – both visual & oral

Students – work with manipulating sounds Students – work with reading and writing letters 

according to their sounds, spelling patterns 

and structure.
A child who is 
phonemically aware can:

• Isolate sounds

• Blend sounds

• Segment a word into 
sounds

• Manipulate sounds in 
words.



Let's have a go together



Fluency

•The ability to read accurately at a good pace, with expression, attention 
to punctuation and phrasing. Fluent readers can focus on the meaning of the text.

Vocabulary

•The words that learners understand and can communicate with –
both orally in spoken communication and when reading and writing.

Comprehension

• Is an active process that is the ultimate goal of reading. It 
involves extracting and constructing meaning from a text.



DECODING 
and

DECODABLE 
TEXTS

Guessing words and relying on context is what poor readers do.

It doesn’t prioritise decoding as the single most beneficial skill in reading, 
but rather promotes guessing at words using the context of the story to 

help.

If students are explicitly taught particular sound/letter relationships but then 
asked to read texts that have many different sounds they don’t know, this 

creates confusion.

Crucial for learners to see the link between their phonics lessons and 
learning to read.

Research tells us decodable readers, showcasing the sounds that have 
been taught, are necessary to help students apply their newly learned 

phonics skills to reading in connected texts.



The sounds we 
hear

Are they sounds
we write when 

spelling
(encoding)

The letters we 
see

We match to
the sounds we 

know when 
Reading

(decoding)

There is no 
guessing or 

looking at the 
picture to help 
us with words

Pictures can 
help us with 

comprehension









How to support your child at home

Phonological 
Awareness

Rhyme – hear 
rhyme make 

rhyme, which ones 
don't rhyme?

I hear with my little 
ear something 

started with a... 'b' 
(say sound)

Reading

Don't ever 
encourage 
guessing by 

looking at the 
picture.

Match sounds to 
letters

Writing

Practice writing 
lower case letters 
and the sounds 

they make

Practice correct 
letter formation.

We have 

some 

resources to 

add to your 

packs today 
also.



300 Nights of 
Reading

• Students are encouraged to read 
every school night

• Reading is recorded in reading 
diaries

• This is acknowledged by teachers

• Milestone reading numbers are 
acknowledged at assembly with a 
certificate



Mathematics
What to expect at NPS



What the science tells us about 
learning maths

• Brains have enormous capacity to grow and change

• Hippocampus has high levels of plasticity

• Hippocampus related to spatial and mathematical 
thinking

• Productive struggle necessary to learn

• 2 of the 5 brain pathways activated when engaging in 
maths are visual

• Maths is developmental



Concrete materials 
support all learners

• Concrete materials support 
connections

• Move from materials to abstract 
ideas – number symbols

• Introduction to concepts and 
processes



Students are learning to make and name 2-
digit numbers.

A number talk to share their maths thinking.

Students are ordering numbers 
from 0-10 on a number line.

Students created a graph using different 
coloured blocks to find the most common.



Subitising a key indicator of 
future mathematical 
success

• Subitising is the skill of recognising 
a collection or amount of items 
without counting them

• Subitising begins very early for 
children for eg. Identifying who has 
more and who has less

Subitising supports students to 

• add

• compare collections

• identify and visualise numbers



Strategies for teaching Mathematics

Explicit Teaching Worked Examples Collaborative Learning

Multiple Exposures Differentiated Teaching



Number Talks

What do you see? How do you 
see it? What do you know?



How you 
can help 
your child at 
home

• Cooking

• Games

• Marking important dates on a calendar

• Identify numbers out and about

• Shopping



Questions


